Language   &   Power
Edward Braithwaite says the Third World as a whole is "acutely concerned with language: we regard words, word play, word power as an essential part of our personality." In the 1950s, before the Carribean had achieved independence from Britain, the emphasis on standard English was oppressive: 

"the judge would expect the defendant to speak as best he could in Queen's English. This would come out as broken English and the man would be hesitant and embarrassed. Now, with the acceptance of the nation language, the defendant comes in dressed as he is, and is much more eloquent, and much more successful in his dealings with the court."

Leading spokesman for recognition of Jamaican creole is Dr Hubert Devonish. He says that English is the language of the elite, cut off from the mass of the Carribean population. "There is no reason why any elite group within Jamaican society should determine that only one language, that of the dominant European power, should be the official language." He illustrates this with simple jamaican road signs, arguing that these should be in Jamaican creole:

No right turn
No ton rait

School zone begins
Skuul zuon bigin

No entry
No enta

Keep left
Kip lef

No parking between these signs
No park bitwiin dem sain ya

No overtaking or passing
No uovatek naar paas

Hmmmm. Interesting.
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